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The University rf Dayton News Release 
BISHOP OF BILOXI 
TALKS ABOUT BLACK CATHOLICS 
DAYTON, Ohio, February 23, 1988--The only black Catholic bishop in the 
country to head a diocese will speak on the role of blacks in the Catholic 
Church at the University of Dayton on Wednesday, March 9. 
Bishop Joseph Lawson Howze of Biloxi, Miss., will give a talk entitled 
"Black Catholics Today and Tomorrow" at 8 p.m. in UD's Immaculate Conception 
Chapel. UD's Campus Ministry and the Office for Minority Student Affairs are 
co-sponsoring the presentation, which is free and open to the public. 
Before the speech, the winner of a black Catholic essay contest will be 
honored at a private dinner with Howze. Monica Brown, a senior biology student 
from Akron, will receive $50 for her essay on Father Augustine Talton, the 
first black priest ordained in the U.S. The recent contest, sponsored by UD's 
Office of Minority Student Affairs, Campus Ministry and the History Department, 
asked for entries on any historical Catholic person or experience. 
Howze spoke on behalf of black Catholics to Pope John Paul II on the pope's 
visit to the U.S. He has served on the National Council of Catholic Bishops 
and the World Peace Committee of the United States Catholic Conference. 
Howze began his studies for the Catholic priesthood in 1953 after teaching 
high school biology and chemistry for five years. He was ordained May 7, 1959, 
and served as parish priest and pastor at half a dozen Southern churches. 
On November 8, 1972, Howze was appointed by Pope Paul VI as the auxiliary 
bishop of the diocese of Natchez-Jackson, Miss. He was appointed first bishop 
of the diocese of Biloxi, Miss., on March 8, 1977. 
For more information, call Father Joseph Lackner, S.M., at 229-3339. 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND UNtVBtbrrY COMMUNICATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-0001 (513) 229-3241 
